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TO THE 


RIGHT REVEREND 
| FATHER in GOD, 


THOMAS 


Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells: 


This Colle&tion of Divine eMufick, is ( with juſt Venera- 
tion ) moſt humbly Dedicated by 


Hu Lordſhip's 


| Devoted S ervant, 


HENRY PLAYFORD: ” 


bs. 
TO THE _ 


READER. 


H E Approbation which has been given by thoſe 
of the greateſt Skill in Aufick,, and the Encou- 
ragement I have met with from a number of 
worthy Subſcribers do give me juſt reaſon to hope, 

that this Collection of Divine Songs (tho' the firſt of this nature 
| extant) will find a kind Reception with the beſt of Men. 

The Youthful and Gay have already been entertain'd with 
variety of rare Compoſitions, where the lighter Sportings of 
Wait have been Tun'd by the moſt artful Flinds, and made 
at once to gratify a delicate Ear, and a wanton Curiolity, 

I now | cw addreſs to others, who are no lels Mufical, 
though they are more Devanut. There are many Pious Perſons, 
who are not only. juſt Admirers,but excellent Judges too, both 
of Muſick and Wit ; to theſe a ſingular Regard 1s due, and 
their exquiſite Reliſh of the former ought not to be pall'd by 
an unagreeable Compoſition of the later. Divine Hymns are 
therefore the moſt proper Entertainment for them , which, as 
they make the ſweeteſt, and indeed the only, Melody to 
a Religious Ear, fo are they in themſelves the very Glory and 
Perfection of Muſick, / 

For 'tis the meaneſt and moſt Mechanical Office of this 
Neble Science to play upon the Ear, and ſtrike the Fancy 
with a ſuperficial Þctighs:; but when Holy and Spiritual 
Things are its Subje&, it proves of a more ſubtile and refined 
Nature, whilſt darting it ſelf through the Organs of Senſe, it 
warms and aQuates all the Powers of the Soul, and fills the 
Mind with the. brighteſt and moſt raviſhing (Zontemplations. 
euſick and Poetry have in all Ages been accounted Divine, 

_ and 
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To the READER. 


and therefore they cannot be more naturally employed, than 
when they are converſant about Heaven, that Region of Har- 
mony, from whence they are derived. 

Now as to this preſent Collection , I need ſay no more than 
that the Words were = d by ſuch Perſons, as are, and have 


been, very Eminent both for Learning and Piety ; and indeed, 

he that reads them as he ought, will ſoon find his Aﬀections 
warm'd, as with a Coal from the Altar, and feel the Breathings 
of Divine Love from every Line. As for the Muſical Part, 
it was Compos'd by the moſt Skilful Maſters of this Age ; and 
though ſome of them are now dead, yet their Compoſures 
have been review'd by Mr. Henry Purcal, whole tender Hed 

for the Reputation f thoſe great Men made him nn bt 
nothing ſhould be publiſhed, which, through the negligence of 
Tranſcribers, might refle& upon their Memory. ere there- 
fore the Muſical and Devout cannot wane Matter both to exer- 
ciſe their Skill, and heighten their Devotion ; to which excel- 


lent Purpoſes that this Book may be wruly effte&ual 1s the 
hearty deſire of 


Your humble Servant , 
Henry Playford. 
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{r-: n by che Right Honourable Henry Lord Viſcount Faulk/end, Price bound 1 5. 

1 he Pſalms of Devil in Metre, by the Right Reverend Father in God, Hewy King late Lord-Biſhop of Clickeſter; 

or to be ſungto all the Common Tunes uſcd in Pariſh-Churches, and defigned for publick Uſe. Price bound 3 5, 

Wit and #ſirth, a : Antidote agaiioft Melaneboly, compounded cf witty Poems, merry Babads, pleaſant Songs and Catches. 
”, cc boundi1s. 64. | 

lhe Merry Companion, or Second Part of the Aatidote againit Melancholy, compounded af merry Tales, witty Feſts, 
a | ridiculuus BaZs : to which is added, ſeveral delightful Hiſtories, Tales, and Novels, ſome of "Comical, and iome 0! Tres 
gical Adventures. Vrice bound 15. 64. \. | 

All forts of Anl'd Paper, and fal'd Books of MUSICK, of ſeveral fizes, arc to be fold atthe ſame Shop. 
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&x Likewiſe there are fold all ſorts of Curious Prints, Engliſh, French, and Durch, either in Frames; 
or in Sheets, very Ornatucntal for Cloſers, or other Rooms x and all {orts of Mally-Tindture Prints. 


